SLOW LIVING SUMMIT 2012

BRATTLEBORO, Vt.

SESSIONS WITH MATERIAL POSSIBLY RELEVANT TO

RULES CHANGE 2013 AT UMASS

http://www.slowlivingsummit.org/2012-summit-schedule/ 

Wednesday, May 30, 2012, Brattleboro, Vt. 

—ry
· GROSS NATIONAL HAPPINESS: Can we have a happiness economy? Why does it matter? Marlboro Grad Center 2 East — Nobel-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz is famously quoted: “What you measure is what you get.” In a fast-based primer we’ll explore efforts to supplement the Gross Domestic Product with quantitative and subjective measures of sustainable human well-being. We will look at Gross National Happiness as a new movement and how Happiness and Well-being research is now in used around the world. We’ll review Maryland’s state “genuine progress indicator” (GPI), and look at brand new Vermont legislation aimed at using the GPI to measure the state of Vermont’s economic, environmental, and societal well-being.

· HOST — Tom Barefoot, co-coordinator, Gross National Happiness USA, Waitsfield VT

· Jon Erickson, managing director, Gund Institute of Ecological Economics, University of Vermont, Burlington VT

· Chelsea Ferrell, former program coordinator, Tibetan and Himalayan Studies program, School for International Training, Brattleboro VT(via Skype)


· JUSTICE/WEALTH: Four Views: Is sustaining wealth possible? – Marlboro Grad Center 2 North— In  “The Reign of the One Percenters: How Income Inequality is Destroying our Culture,” (Orion Magazine, Oct.-Nov. 2011) Christopher Ketcham  argues inequality makes people more stressed and insecure, feeling inadequate, defective, incompetent, foolish. Can our system – our world – last in such a condition?  Four  nationally know experts on wealth consider the question.

VIDEO OF THIS SESSIONS: http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/22979397 


· HOST — Steve Chase, professor, Advocacy for Social Justice and Sustainability, Antioch University New England; co-founder, Transition Keene Task Force, Keene NH

· Gwendolyn Hallsmith, Director of Planning and Community Development, City of Montpelier;  founder, Global Community Initiatives, Monpelier VT

· Chuck Collins, author, 99 to 1: How Wealth Inequality is Wrecking the World and What We Can Do About It; Senior Scholar, Institute for Policy Studies, Jamaica Plain MA

· David Korten (Via Skype) author; founder/president, Living Economies Forum; co-founder/board chair, YES! Magazine; co-chair, New Economy Working Group, Bainbridge Island WA

· GROSS NATIONAL HAPPINESS: Toolbox: Changing the world by changing what counts as progress - Marlboro Grad Center 2 North — In April, the United Nations convened a High Level meeting on “Happiness and Well-being: A New Economic Paradigm,” the start of a two-year effort to encourage nations to make policy based on well-being and happiness indicators. Hear the latest news on this effort, including strategies for adoption of well-being indicators at local and state levels. Discussants will offer examples of how such indicators are already being used, including the GPI Plus Project at the Gund Institute, Benchmarks for a Better Vermont, and the Happiness Initiative in Seattle.


· VIDEO OF THIS SESSION: http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/22984477 


· HOST — Eric Zencey, author; Fellow, Gund Institute for Ecological Economics; and Visiting Associate Professor, SUNY Empire State College, Saratoga Springs NY

· Jeff Vander Clute, executive director, New Stories, Whidbey Island WA

· Kate Jellema, program director, Nonprofit Management, Marlboro College Graduate School; project Director, Benchmarks for a Better Vermont, Brattleboro VT

· MANAGEMENT: Terry Mollner: Love and Managing the Mature Corporation – Latchis 3 — Join veteran social investor and corporate-change guru Terry Mollner in a fast-paced exploration — and arguments — about the premises of his just-published book,  “The Love Skill: We Are Mastering the 7 Layers of Human Maturity. “  Mollner argues that when we think of  “layers of maturity” we can manage people and organizations better — and move beyond both parternalistic (communism) or freedom-based (capitalism) political systems to one that emphasizes “common good.”  The result can be the emergence of common good capitalism and common good investing.


· Terry Mollner, chair, Stakeholders Capital and founder, The Trusteeship Institute, Northampton MA

· CO-OPS: Building a Better World - Marlboro Grad Center 2 East— The United Nations has declared 2012 the International Year of Co-operatives, highlighting the contribution of co-ops to economic resilience, employment and food security at home and around the world.  Around the world, about 1 billion people are members of co-ops, more than people who are direct owners of shares in multinational corporations.  Here in our own country, co-ops operate across industries, including producer co-ops, food co-ops, credit unions, worker co-ops, energy co-ops, and artisan co-ops.  Join us as we explore the impact and potential of the co-operative movement, and its connection to Slow Values.


· HOST — Erbin Crowell, executive director, Neighboring Food Coop Association, Shelburne Falls MA

· Regina Beidler, farmer, Vermont representative for  Organic Valley Cooperative, Randolph Center VT

· Daniel Fireside, Equal Exchange, West Bridgewater MA

· Jon Reske, UMASSFive College Federal Credit Union, Hadley MA

· OWNERSHIP: Why Slow Living is Not Only Individual, But Collective – Latchis 3 — Marjorie Kelly, author of the just-released “Owning Our Future: The Emerging Ownership Revolution,” explains why the social institutions in which we live often work against us living slower, more fulfilling lives, with more time for family and community. This session will be a combination of discussion and brief presentation, focused on envisioning alternative social architectures that support slow living — in the way we live, the way we work, the way we generate power. We’ll talk about options like co-housing, community land trusts, cooperatives, employee  ownership, community banks, municipal power, distributed solar, and other ownership designs that invisibly embody and support the emerging social paradigm of slow living, well-being, and sustainability. Kelly will draw on examples from her  book.


· Marjorie Kelly, author, Owning Our Future; Fellow, Tellus Institute, Boston; cofounder Corporation 20/20, Boston MA

· CO-OPS: Co-ops and Business Succession: Converting to Co-op and Why –  Marlboro Grad Center 2 West — Co-ops are a great model for enterprise succession, retaining jobs and infrastructure, and rooting businesses in local communities. Why choose to go co-op? What are some of the challenges and opportunities involved? How can the co-op model sustain local business and strengthen our communities? Come hear from business leaders in a variety of industries who have converted their business to a co-operative (or are considering doing so), and learn how slow entrepreneurs can incorporate co-operative values into their work.


· HOST — Bonnie Hudspeth, outreach coordinator, Neighboring Food Coop Assn., Shelburne Falls MA

· Erbin Crowell, executive director, Neighboring Food Coop Association, Shelburne Falls MA

· David Ritchie, president,, Green Mountain Spinnery, Putney VT

· Alice Cozzolino, owner, Old Creamery Co-op, Cummington MA

· Dan Rosenberg, owner, Real Pickles, Greenfield MA

· Adam Trott, staff developer, Valley Alliance of Worker Co-operatives , Connecticut River Valley of CT, MA and VT

· Rebekah Hanlon, owner, Valley Green Feast, Northampton, MA

7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

· MEDIA: How can media sustain community? How can community sustain media? The role of journalism in Slow Living –Latchis Main Theatre — If a tree falls in in a distant wilderness, is there any sound?  New ideas always take time to propagate and the “slow movement” is in danger of preaching to choir.  The Internet has brought profound changes to journalism and media, diminishing some traditional voices, and magnifying many new ones through social networks and technology.  How can we help journalists to tell stories of sustainable transformation — at the same time we help sustain journalism as a foundation for participatory democacy? Can — should — journalists be engaged with change? How can — or should — the public engage with the news and journalists in a participatory culture?

VIDEO OF THIS SESSIONS: http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/22988605 


· HOST — Sarah van Gelder, executive editor, Yes! Magazine, Bainbridge Island WA

· Josh Stearns, media campaign director, FreePress.net, Florence MA

· Michelle Ferrier, director, Journalism That Matters;  journalism professor, Elon University; founder, LocallyGrownNews.com, Greensboro NC

· Tom Willits, executive director, YourOliveBranch.org, Easthampton MA

· Jon Greenberg, former director,  New Hampshire Public Radio’s Public Insight Network, Concord NH

Thursday, May 31, 2012, Brattleboro, Vt. 

· ECONOMICS: Slow Corporate Soul:  If a corporation is not a person, can it have a soul? – Latchis 4 — What are the aims, values and beliefs of the 21st-century corporation? What role should they play in a sustainable world economy? This session will focus on how it is possible to harmonize the soul of a new corporation with the interests of investors, employees, customers, the public — and the earth.  (This session will NOT focus on the mechanics of governance and corporate form.) We’ll hear from CR pioneers  and discuss how to tackle this paradox.  Participants will go away from this session with a better understanding of what the soul of a corporation might be in a time when corporate person-hood is being quehttp://www.slowlivingsummit.org/wp-admin/post.php?post=489&action=editstioned.


· HOST — Julie Lineberger, owner, LineSync Architecture & Planning; board member, Vermont Businesses for Social Responsibility, Wilmington VT

· Jan Blittersdorf,  CEO and president, NRG Systems, Hinesburg, VT

· Ellen Kahler, executive director, Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund / Farm to Plate, Montpelier VT


· MANAGEMENT: Good or Just Less Bad? Corporate commitments to sustainability – Marlboro Grad Center 2 West— Although not a panacea, consciously re-directing purchasing power is a powerful tool that businesses can employ to shift patterns of production and consumption in a more sustainable direction. In order to stay current, respond to growing consumer demand and satisfy international stakeholders, corporations are now setting sustainability goals and hiring sustainability managers to achieve them. This panel outlines supply chain reform, packaging reduction, and other  green  measures businesses can take, thereby  exploring the idea of ‘greenwashing’ and just how big business shapes and impacts the playing field of green standards and measurement at large.


· HOST — Katharine Millonzi, New Economics Institute, Great Barrington, MA

· Geir Berthelsen, founder, The World Institute of Slowness, Norway

· Kendra Pierre-Louis, author, Green Washed, Queens NY

· Bill Baue, consultant, General Electric Co. / professor, Marlboro College Graduate School, Sunderland MA

· Barbara Heinzen,  management consultant / Barbet’s Duet, New Marlboro, NY

MEDIA: — Slow news? Experiments in sustaining media and community: A Brattleboro case study – Marlboro Grad Center 2 North— Journalism and media have moved beyond the mass market to an era of one-to-one social media.  This creates opportunities for a more diverse local media culture media culture.  Brattleboro is home to one of the first local online news communities in the nation, a pioneering experiment in non-profit news publishing, and a legacy daily newspaper now managed by dynamic and controversial leadership.  Not to mention local commercial and non-profit low-power radio and public-access TV.  How can these all coexist and how are they changing the “news ecology” and community of southeastern Vermont?  And what do we mean by “slow media” or “slow news”?   A roundtable discussion will all community-serving  media invited to participate.  Confirmed so far:


VIDEO OF THIS SESSION: 


Part 1:  http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/23002138
Part 2: http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/23002714 

Part 3: http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/23002824 

AUDIO OF THIS SESSION:  (1 hr, 21 minutes,  78 MB) 

http://densmore.hipcast.com/download/3faeddad-6e20-b276-482f-53fb37549c55.mp3 


· HOST — Bill Densmore, Journalism That Matters, Seattle, Wash. 

· Jeff Potter, editor, the Brattleboro Commons, Brattleboro VT

· Matt DeRienzo, regional editor, DigitalFirst Media, New Haven CT

· Kevin O’Connor, Brattleboro reporter, The Rutland Herald

· Tim  Johnson, news director, WTSA Radio, Brattleboro VT

· Steve West, Live and Local, WKVT 1490, Brattleboro VT

· Frederic Noyes, access coordinator, Brattleboro  Community TV, Brattleboro VT




· OWNERSHIP: Community as Commons - Marlboro Grad Center 2 East — When we talk about the “common good” it’s becomes easy to assume that we have a common understanding of what’s good. But how do real systems assess, and play out the common good?  This session is about the community “common good” and how to achieve it — in theory and in practice.


· HOST — David Bollier, cofounder, Commons Strategies Group, Amherst MA

· Gary Flomenhoft, fellow, Gund Institute for Ecological Economics, University of Vermont, Burlington VT

· Liz Walker, executive director and founder, Eco Village Co-Housing, Ithaca NY

· MEDIA: Media with message: Theory and practice – Marlboro Grad Center 2 West —  It’s a constant debate among journalists: Should the reporter stand apart from the community, or engage with it? And what does engagement mean?  In this session, we meet several people grappling with this question — from the nation’s first experiment a  in co-operatively owned  community news website, to a Citizen Engagement Corp., to a BALLE activist running a non-profit news blog for coastal New Hampshire,  and the nationally known leader of a cable public-access service that is broadening its missiont to the web (and journalism?)  Each is on a mission to  sustain communities — local or niche  — and each has taking a different media approach to do so.

AUDIO OF THIS SESSION: 


· HOST —  Bill Densmore, director, Journalism That Matters, Williamstown MA

· Tom Stites, The Banyan Project, Haverhill MA

· Miriam Bernstein, National Civic Communications Corp.,  Social Capital Inc., Woburn MA

· Jim Lescault, Amherst Community Media, Amherst MA

· Karen Marzloff, editor, SeacoastLocal.org / BALLE member, Portsmouth, NH 



OWNERSHIP: Building to Last: Ownership and governance for sustainability: L3Cs, B-Corps, Co-ops, ESOPs and all  - Marlboro Grad Center 2 North —Realigning enterprises toward long-term, earth-centered approaches that sustain profit is partly a matter of personal values. But form matters, too. A variety of structures for business association are emerging with features markedly different from the traditional “C-corp.” In this session, we hear from the people who study, create, fund and run some of them, comparing and contrasting their benefits.  We’re guided by the author of the new book, “Owning Our Future: The Emerging Ownership Revolution.”

VIDEO OF THIS SESSION: http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/23003935 

· HOST — Marjorie Kelly, author, Owning Our Future; Fellow, Tellus Institute, Boston; cofounder Corporation 20/20, Boston MA

· Kenneth Merritt, attorney, Burlington, VT

· Paul Millman, CEO, Chroma Technology, (employee owned), Bellows Falls VT

· Daniel Fireside, capital coordinator, Equal Exchange, West Bridgewater MA

· Alison Pyott, Veris Wealth Partners, Portsmouth NH

· RESOURCE — Don Jamison, Vermont Employee Ownership Center, Burlington VT



JUSTICE/WEALTH: Corporate Personhood: Corporate rules change, CitizensUnited and the drive for a constitutional amendment – Latchis Main Theatre — For almost two decades,  economists, Wall Street theorists and other policy experts have been arguing that the only way to change corporate behavior regarding the use of depleting resources is to change the rules by which corporate success is measured.  An element of this is the Gross National Happiness index movement to measure broad social goals. In this breakout, we’ll highlight 15 key corporate “rule changes” that  could drive greater boardroom focus on social responsibility, and focus on efforts to adopt a U.S. constitutional amendment affirming that free-speech rights belong only to natural people, not liveless entities such as a corporation.


VIDEO OF THIS SESSION:  http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/23006728 

· HOST — Don Kreis, professor, Vermont Law School, Montpelier VT

· Jeff Clements, author, Corporations Are Not People: Why They Have More Rights Than You Do And What You Can Do About It; co-founder, Free Speech for People, Concord MA

· Chuck Collins, author, 99 to 1: How Wealth Inequality is Wrecking the World and What We Can Do About It; Senior Scholar, Institute for Policy Studies, Jamaica Plain MA

· Michael Hill, author, Cannibal Capitalism, Washington DC

